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@ Advertising panel for ahopping carta. 

For walls of shopping cart baskets, advertising panels 
. .iich include a plate etemont and a frame element which fits on 
the pbte element and Is releasably held In place thereon by a 
tab-and-slot anangement. When held in place, a slot and a card 
display area which Is encircled by the frame element are f onned 
between the plate and frame etements. An advertisement 
display card can then t>e easily slid into and out of the display 
area through this skit Pro|ections on at least one of the 
elements keep the card fctxn falling out of place when In the 
area. Retrofitted and mokledHn panel versfons are disctosed. 
Plate elements of the retrofittad versksn can be secured 
together on the inside and outskle of the basket waM providing 
Inwardly and outwardly disposed display areas. The mdded-m 
panel has its plate element molded with and recessed in from 
the outer surface of a wall of the plastw cart basket, and thus 
when positKHied centrally on a basket skJe wall with the frame 
element heW thereon, the panel does not prevent the carts from 
nesting. The frame element of the molded-in verskjn. however, 
is preferably identkal to that of the retrolitted version and is 
£ds6 releasably retamed in postion using tabs and slots. The 
firame and plate elements are both symmetrteal about their 
longitudinal axes. 
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ADVEHTISING PANEL FOR SHOPPING CARTS 



RArK fiRQUND OF THE INVENTION 

■me present invention relates lo carts used In 5 
supermarkets and other retail stores. It Is further 
directed to advertising panels which are to be 
retrofitted on existing shopping carts. 

Carts having a frame and a basket used in 
supermarkets are commonplace. The shopping cart 10 
typicaHy has a metal cart frame on vvhfch wfheels are 
mounted. A basket is mounted on the cart frame and 
includes two side wails, a front virail. a back wail, and 
a bottom portwn. The basket may be made from 
wires welded together to form a grWDke construe- 15 
tlon Alternatively, the basket may be moWed from 
plastic. The carts may be formed in various configu- 
rations including the standard configuration (see 
U S Patent 3.999.774). jumbo or minicarts. over-the- 
counter carts (see U.S, Patent 4^73^) and SO 
scanner carts (see U.S. Patent 4.650.199). These 
patents are aH directed to carts having plastic 
baskets. Regardless of the type of cart and whether 
the basket is made from plastic or wire, the basketis 
formed almost entirely of an open latticework 25 
construction. ^ ^ ■ 

The practice of fastening framed advertising 
panels to shopping carts is becoming widespread 
and can be a very effective advertising technk?ue. 
Advertising panels are typically fastened to the 30 
outside and inside of the front waO of the shopping 
cart basket. These panels are used vwth either vrfre 
or plastic baskets. The advertising panels allow easy 
handling of the advertisement. With existing carts, 
only retrofitted framed advertising panels may be X 
disposed on the carts. Also, panels may bo disposed 
only on the front walls of the cart baskets because 
panels disposed on the side walls wouW prevent 
nesting of carts and would be damaged when 
attempting to nest carts together. ^ 

One known technique for retroTitting advertising 
panels onto shopping cart baskets is that of 
Actmedia Iric. wherein two separate advertising 
panels are mounted on either side of the front wafl of 
the basket. The panels are attached to each other 45 
through the latticework of the front basket wall 
placing screws through holes in both advertising 
panels. Each advertising panel is formed of one 
piece of plastic and includes two elements, namely, a 
plate and a frame. The plate is rectangular and SO 
serves as the backing for the advertisement. The 
frame is also rectangular and is hlngedly formed on 
the plate. The frame has tabs disposed on its top and 
side members which fit behind ridges disposed on 
the top and side peripheral vralls of the plate. When 5S 
the frame is snapped into the plate, the front 
surfaces of the frame are substantially flush with the 
protruding edges of the peripheral top, right and left 
vralls of the plate. 

However, this apparatus has many disadvantages. 60 
First, the frame must be hinged away from the plate 
to "insert and remove advertisements. Additionally, 
the plastic hinges connecting the frame to the plate 



of ten deteriorate and break within a short time. This 
requires the replacement of the entire advertising 
panel. Because the frames are Integrally formed as 
one piece with the plates, when the hinge or other 
components break, the entire panel must be 
replaced. Moreover, these advertising panels are 
fonned with sdkl plates by Injection molding plastic. 
As the plates cod, the plastic shrinks, causing the 
plate to warp. This occurs because the Inner portion 
of the plate cods at a stower rate than the outer 
portion. Because high density polyethylene shrinks 
at least 0.20* per Inch during CQoBng. a typical 
advertising panel would be 3/16 inch smaller after 
coding. Slower coding causes greater shrinkage. 
However, more rapid coding on one side of the 
panel than on the other sWe causes stresses which 
further result In an inwardly concavhig surface. The 
advertisement is less securely held within the panel 
when abutting a curved surface rather than a flat 
surface. This also detracts from the effectiveness of 
the advertisement as the concavity causes the 
advertisement to bow or reflect light and thereby be 
less readable. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An Improved advertising panel for retrofitting on 
existing cart baskets and an advertising panel that is 
mdded-in to plastic cart baskets are disctosed. 

It is an obiect of the present invention to provide 
inexpensive, low maintenance advertising panels 
that use no hinges, have no moving parts and may be 
retrofitted on existing cart baskets. 

It is another object of the present invention to 
provide retrofitted advertising panels having hdes 
strategically placed in the plate element to prevent 
warping and stress dlstortton during the molding 
process, to allow easier placement and a flatter 
displ^ without excess reflectton or bowing of the 
advertisement, and whteh Is easy to dean and 
maintain. ^ . 

It is a further object of the present invenhon to 
provide a mokted-in advertising frame on a cart 
having a plastk: basket and that may be formed on 
the side vrails of the basket without affecting the 
ability of the carts to nest 

It is a still further object of the present invention to 
provide a mdded-ln advertising panel that is durable 
and does not have any protaisions which can catch 
on merchandise, fixtures or customers. 

It is another object to provide a mdded-in 
advertising panel in whteh advertising Is visible even 
when carts are nested and in v*ich the company 
logo is not obscured. . 

It is a hirther object to provide molded-in 
advertising panels using snap in frame elements that 
are simple to maintain and replace, that pennit easy 
handling of the advertisement, that use no hinges or 
other moving parts, and that are low maintenance 
and inexpensive. ^ ^ .^^ 

It is a still further object to provide advertising 
panels usable on the sides of shopping carts which 
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allow the shopping carts to be nested together- 
It is another object to provide a novel shopping 
cart design which allows the logo panel and the 
advertising panel thereof to be positioned on the 
same basket cart wall. 

It is a further object to provide an improved 
advertising panel design which allows the advertis- 
ing cards to be easDy inserted into, secured within 
and removed trom the advertising panel through a 
slot. 

It Is a stin further object to provide a novel 
advertising panel design which can be cheaply 
manufactured and easily instaHed on shopping carts. 

It is another object to provide an improved 
advertising panel design which prevents an adver- 
tisement display card therein from slipping downr 
wardly or laterally out of place. 

The advertising panels of ttie present invention are 
directed to achieving these objects. In one embodi- 
ment, the advertising panel is retrofitted on an 
existing shopping cart basket, either plastic or wire 
cart baskets. The advertising panel includes two 
separate components, namely, a frame element and 
a plate element. There are no movir>g parts and 
either of the two components may be separately 
replaced as desired. The plate element is rectangth 
lar and has outer perfpHeral edge walls disposed 
around and protruding from the perimeter of the 
outwardly facing sWe. These edge walls have tab 
receiving slots which receive tabs disposed on tt)e 
frame element The edge waBs strengthen the plate 
element and prevent the frame element from 
receiving Impacts and damage. Three edge walls — 
the top, the bottom and one skle — are formed to 
shield the sides of the frame element. The remaining 
stele serves as a receiving opening that permits 
insertion and removal of advertisements there- 
through. This altows the top edge wraJl to prevent 
moisture from dripping down and contacting the 
advertisements, ttiereby preserving the advertise- 
ments. The receiving opening skJe is formed as a 
stepped retaining lip. This lip permits easy Insertion 
of the advertisement into ttie panel while preventing 
tampering with and loss of the advertisement. 
Advertisements are easily inserted into the advertis- 
ing panel tivough the receiving opening without 
removing ttw frame element from the plate portion. 
The plate element is symmetric arour>d a central 
horizontal axis. It may be disposed on a cart so that 
advertisements can be inserted from either the left 
or the right side. 

The plate element Is formed with stirategteally-to- 
cated oblong holes preferably having maximum 
widths of one-quarter inch esp»eciaily when the 
panels are not mounted back~to-l>ack. This dimen- 
sioning prevents objects greater tiutn one-quarter 
inch in diameter from protruding therethrough and 
prevents children from poking and damaging the 
advertisement. The oblong holes prevent warping 
and stress distortion during the injectk)n mokfing 
process thereby allowing a flat plate element to be 
conshucted. This altows the advertisement to easily 
slide in the panel and permits a superior, flatter 
display without excess reflection or bowing of the 
advertisement. These holes also increase the clean- 



liness of the panel by permitting water drainage. In 
addition to the tab receiving slots, drainage holes are 
provided at the intersection of the plate element and 
the txjttom edge waO. 
5 The advertising panels are retrofitted on the front 
wall of the cart t>asket. Preferably, two advertising 
panels are used, one on tt)e inside and one on the 
outside of the basket front wail. Two plate elements 
are disposed back-to-back with the front wan of tiie 
10 basket therebetween. The plate elements are screw 
fastened together through the front wall of the 
t)asket to secure the advertising panel to the basket 
Holes are formed in projections in corresponding 
locations on the back of t)oth plate elements. This 
15 permits the plate elements to more closely fit wttfiin 
the latticework of the front wall of the basket to 
better secure the advertising panels to the front wall. 
The frame element is rectangular, symmetrteal 
around a central horizontal axis, and corresponds in 
20 size to the plate element. The frame element fits 
within the edge walls of the plate element and Is 
secured to the plate elemerrt by complementary tabs 
which fit within the tab receiving slots .of the edge 
walls of the plate element. 
25 The nwkled-in advertising panel is similar fan many 
respects to the retrofitted advertising panel and 
similarly uses two components —a frame element 
and a plate portion. The plate portion is. however, 
integrally molded witii the skje walls of itie plastic 
30 basket. The plate portton can be formed on both of 
the side walls in addition to the front wall. This 
embodiment also uses no moving parts and uses a 
frame element that is klentical to that of the 
retrofitted device. The frame element is rectangular. 
35 iias tabs, and is replaceable and removable from the 
shopping cart. Preferably, the molded-in plate 
portions are fomried near the upper rear of the side 
walls to be visible vtrtien carts are nested and to 
F>rovide adequate space for the company togo. The 
40 plate portion is recessed into the outer surface of 
the t>asket wall and flush with the inner surface of the 
basket wall. When the frame element is disposed 
against the plate portion, the frame element is 
likewise recessed from the outer surface of the 
45 basket wall. The tabs in the frame element fit witMn 
tab receiving stots formed within the latticework of 
the basket walls which forms the outer peripheral 
edge walls of the plate portion. The top edge wall 
prevents moisture from dripping down and contacl- 
50 ing the advertisements. Drainage holes disposed in 
the bottom edge wall permit water to drain. The plate 
portion is also formed with oblong holes which 
perform the same functions as the oblong holes of 
the retrofitted advertising panel. Advertisements are 
55 inserted and removed through the sWe of the panel. 
A series of horizontal ribs is disposed along the 
length of this skle opening. The horizont^ ribs 
permit easy insertion of the advertisement into tlie 
panel while preventing tampering witii and loss of 
60 the advertisement 

The mokied-in advertising panels have many 
advantages over the retrofitted version. With the 
moided-in panels, advertising panels may be placed 
on the side walls of the cart tjasket In addition to the 
55 front wall. Since the panel is moWed into ttie basket 



3 



5 EP 0341 029 A1 

walls and the frame element is recessed Into the 
outside walls of the t>asket. the carts can be nested 
together without damaging the panels. The cost of 
the molded-in advertising panel is much less than 
that for a retrofitted panel because the plate portion 5 
Is part of the cart Placing panels on the sWe walls of 
the basket doubles the advertising capacity of each 
cart. Advertisements can be inserted or removed 
from the advertising panels without removing the 
frame element. This reduces the time needed to 10 
change advertisements, which can be significant as 
advertisements are typically changed every four 
weeks. Also, because the plate element is not 
removable, it is less Bkely to be damaged. 

Various additional advantages and features of 15 
novelty which characterize the invention are further 
pointed out in the claims thai follow. However for a 
better understanding of the Invention and its 
advantages, reference should be made to the 
accompanying drawings and descriptive matter 20 
which illustrate and describe preferred embodi- 
ments of the inventron. 



BRIEF DESCRIP nON OF THE DRAWINGS 

• 25 

Figure 1 is a side view of a scanner cart with 
moided-in advertising panels of the present 
invention. 

Rgure 2 is a front view of a scanner cart with 
retrofitted advertising panels mounted on the 30 
front waU and molded-ln advertising panels on 
the side walls. 

Figure 3 is an exptoded perspective view of 
the retrofitted advertising panel. 

Figure 4 is a sectional view of the retrofitted 36 
advertising panels of Figure 2 taken along fine 
4-4. 

Figure 5 is a front view of the plate element of 
the retrofitted advertising panel of Figure 3. 

Rgure 6 is a secttonal view of the plate 40 
element of Figure 5 taken along line 6-6. 

Figure 7 Is a sectional view of the plate 
element of Figure 5 taken along Hne 7-7. 

Rgure 8 is a sectional view of the plate 
element of Rgure 5 taken along line 8-6, 45 

Rgure 9 is a sectional view of the plate 
element of Rgure 5 taken atong line 9-9. 

Figure 10 is a sectional view of the plate 
clement of Figure 5 taken along line 10-10, 

Figure 1 1 is a front view of the frame element 50 
of the retrofitted advertising panel of Rgure 3. 

Figure 12 is a rear view of the frame element 
of Rgure 11. 

Rgure 13 is a sectional view of the frame 
element of Rgure 1 1 taken along fine 1 3-13. 55 

Figure 14 is an enlarged view of the frame 
element of Figure 13 taken on circle 14, 

Rgure 15 is a sectional view of the frame 
element of Rgure 12 taken along line 15-15. 

Rgure 16 is a sectional view of the frame 60 
element of Rgure 12 taken along line 16-16. 

Rgure 17 is a front view of a molded-in 
advertising panel of the present invention 
showing the plate portion and a partial view of 
the frame element ^ 



Figure 18 is a secttonal view of the plate 
portion of Figure 17 taken along line 18-18. 

Rgure 1 9 is a sectional view of the advertising 
panel of Figure 17 including the frame element 
taken ak>ng line 19-19. 

Rgure 20 IS a front view of a moWed-an 
advertising panel with a retrofitted advertising 
panel mounted thereon. 

Figure 21 Is a secttonal view of the advertising 
panels of Rgure 20 taken along line 21-21 . 

Figure 22 is a side view of a conventional cart 
with moWed-in advertising panels of the pres- 
ent invention. 

Rgure 23 is a sWe view of an over-the- 
counter cart with moWed-ln advertising panels 
of the present Inventton. 

Rgure 24 illustrates plate and frame mem- 
bers in exploded relatkjn of another advertising 
panel embodiment of the present inventk>n. 

Figure 25 Illustrates the plate and frame 
members of Figure 24 in their heW together 
positkm and with an advertisement card shown 
being inserted thereinto (or removed there- 
from). 

Figure 26 is a rear perspective view of the 
snap-held together plate and frame memlsers of 
Rgure 25. 

Figure 27 is a rear elevational view of the 
frame member of the embodiment of Figure 24. 
Figure 28 is a secUonal view taken atong line 

28- 28 of Figure 27. 

Rgure 29 Is a sectional view taken along fine 

29- 29 of Figure 27. 

Rgure 30 is a sectional view taken along line 

30- 30 of Rgure 27. 

Figure 31 Is an enlarged sectional view taken 
atong line 31-31 of Figure 27. 

Figure 32 Is an exploded perspective view of 
two plate members of the embodiment of 
Figure 24. 

DETAILB? DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVEifnON 

Figures 1 and 2 show a scanner type shopping 
cart having both retrofHtod and moWed-in advertis- 
ing panels. Shopping cart 10 has metal cart frame 12 
on whteh wheels 14 are mounted. Plastic basket 16 
is mounted on frame 12. Plastic basket 16 can be 
formed of latticework 18 having any known pattern 
such as square or diamond. The basket can 
altematively be a conventional wire mesh basket. 
Plastic basket 16 includes two side walls 20. front 
wall 22. back wall 24 and bottom surface 26. A logo 
space 28 is fonmed on one or both side walls 20. 

Retrofitted advertising panel 30 is shown mounted 
on front wall 22 of basket 16 of shopping cart 10 in 
Figures 2 and 4. Atthough shown on a plastic 
scanner shopping cart basket in Rgure 2, retrofitted 
advertising panels 30 can be mounted on regular, 
jumbo, mini, and over-the-counter plastfc shopping 
carts also. Additionally, retrofitted advertising panels 
30 can be mounted on almost any wire shopping cart 
basket. Retrofitted advertising panel 30 includes two 
separate components - a plate element 32 and a 
frame element 34. as best shown in Figure 3. Plate 
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element 32, IHustrated in detail in Figures 5-10. 
includes rectangular plate 36 made of polyettiytene. 
Plate 36 Is formed with a series of apertures, such as 
oblong botes 38, therethrough. In practice, holes 38 
need not be oblong nor disposed in any particular 
pattern. They also need not cover the entire central 
region of plate 36. Ihe holes 38 are fonned to 
prevent warping and stress distortion of plate 
element 32 during the cooling phase of the molding 
process. Ihe holes 38 are formed preferably in the 
central portion of plate element 32 and are located 
so that there are no extended continuous areas of 
uninterrupted plastic. The holes 38 can be arranged 
so that most line segments taken from one side of 
plate 36 to another side and passing through the 
central region of plate 36 Intersect at least one hole 
38. 

Plate element 32 is formed with edge walls 
extending around the perimeter and projecting 
outwardly from the front of plate 36. Top edge wall 
40, bottom edge wall 42 and side edge wall 44 are 
disposed along the entire length of three edges of 
plate 36. Edge wa«s 40. 42. 44 are formed with a five 
degree taper. This assists In the removal of plate 
element 32 from the mold during moldtng and 
creates a more streamlined, integral looK for the 
advertising panel. Edge walls 40. 42. 44 surround 
frame element 34 along three sides. The edge walls 
strengthen plate element 32 and shield the sides of 
frame element 34. Top edge wall 40 greatly reduces 
the possibility of moisture dripping onto and damag- 
ing the advertisement. The remaining side of plate 
element 32 senres as the advertisement receiving 
slot or opening through which .: Jvertlsements are 
Inserted and removed. Stepped retaining lip 46 is 
disposed along the majority of this side of plate 36. 

Two tab receiving openings 48 are formed In each 
of top and bottom edge walls 40. 42 and hold frame 
element 34 In place on plate element 32. Tab 
receiving openings are fomied totally through top 
and bottom edge walls 40, 42. Additionally, a 
centrally located drainage hole 50 is disposed along 
both the top and bottom edges of plate 36. Drainage 
holes 50 are fonmed through only the edge of plate 
36 at the intersection of edge walls 40, 42. Drainage 
holes 50 do not extend through and do not provide 
vertical openings through edge waHs 40, 42. Drain- 
age holes 50 pennit moisture that enters advertising 
panel 30 to drain out of the panel. The placement of 
drainage hole 50 adjacent top edge wall 40 renders 
plate element 32 symmetrical around its central 
horizontal axis. Thus, plate element 32 may be used 
with the advertising receiving opening on its right or 
left side. If symmetry is not required, then drainage 
hole 50 disposed adjacent top edge wall 40 need not 
be formed. 

Hollow mounting projections 52 are fonned on the 
back surface of plate element 32 and receive 
self-tapping screws which secure advertising panels 
30 to front wall 22 of shopping cart 10. In practice, 
two advertising panels 30 are disposed on front waH 
22. One panel is disposed In the outside and ttie 
other on the inside of front wall 22. Thus, the back 
surface of plate elements 32 abut each other 
through front wall 22 and mounting projections 52 on 



each plate element 32 abut each other. Screws are 
threaded from one plate element 32. through front 
wall 22. and into the other plate element 32. 
Frame element 34. whteh Is Illustrated in detail in 
S Figures 11-16. includes first and second side 
meml)ers 54, 56. top member 58, and bottom 
member 60. Frame element 34 is symmetrical 
around a central horizontal axis. Tabs 62 are 
disposed on the side of top and tsottom members 
10 58, 60 at kxattons corresponding to tab receiving 
openings 48 of plate element 32. Tabs 62 removably 
fit into tab receiving openings 48 to secure frame 
element 34 to plate element 32. Frame element 34 
fits within edge walls 40, 42, 44. The undersides of 
15 top member 58. bottom member 60 and first side 
member 54 are formed with shortened inside 
portions 64 to receive advertisements thereunder. 
This secures the advertisements in advertising panel 
30. The depth of second side member 56 is less Vhan 
20 that of top, bottom, and first side members 58, 60. 
54. The outside portion of the underside of second 
side member 56 Is sk>ped or tapered upwardly in a 
direction extending ouhvardly. This sloped surface 
66 facilitates insertion and removal of advertise- 
rs ments between plate element 32 and frame element 
34. Thus, frame element 34 need not be removed or 
dislodged from plate element 32 to insert or remove 
advertisements. 
Rgures 1 and 2, 22, and 23 illustrate scanner. 
30 regular and over-the-counter shopping carts, re- 
spectively, having molded-in advertising panels 30. 
Mokted-in advertising panels 30 are fonmed not only 
on the exterior of front wall 22 of shopping carls 10. 
but also on both skle walls 20. Additionally, a 
35 retrofitted advertising panel 30 may be fastened to 
the Inskle of front wall 22. as shown In Rgures 20 and 
21. In Figures 20 and 21, the oblong holes 38 are 
omitted for darity. When mounting a retrofitted 
advertising panel on to a molded-in adverasir>g 
40 panel, mounting projections are not necessary. 
Alternatively, mdded-in advertising panel 30 may be 
formed on the Inside of front wall 22 and retrofitted 
advertising panel 30 fastened to the outside of front 
wall 22, or molded-in advertising panels 30 may be 
45 formed on both sides of front wall 22. Frame element 
34 used with mdded-in advertising panel 30 ts 
identical to frame element 34 used with retrofitted 
advertising panel 30. Plate portion 70 perfonms 
identical functions to plate element 32 of the 
50 retrofitted advertising panel but, because it is 
molded and fonned as part of the walls of basket 16. 
it has different features. 

Plate portion 70, shown in detail in Figures 17-21, 
is integrally formed with walls 20, 22 of plastic basket 
55 16. (For this discussion, it is assumed that plate 
portton 70 is formed to display advertisements on 
the outside of front wall 22 only.) The rear or inwardly 
fadng surface of plate portion 70 is fonned flush with 
the inner surface of wails 20, 22. The front or 
60 outwardly fadng surface of plate portion 70 is 
recessed from the outer surface of walls 20, 22. 
When frame element 34 is positioned on plate 
portion 70, it too is recessed from the outer surface 
of walls 20, 22- Plate portion 70 is fonned on the 
65 upper rear portion of side walls 20, and logo space 
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28 is formed toward the front of side walls 20. This 
permits advertisements within advertising panel 30 
to be visible even when the shopping carts 10 are 
nested. Plate portion 70 is also formed with a series 
of apertures such as oblong holes 38. Because, 
regarding at least advertising panels 30 molded in 
side walls 20. oblong holes 38 will be exposed to the 
interior of basket 16. they are formed preferably with 
a maximum width of only 25 inch. This minimizes the 
number of objects that can extend through oblong 
holes 38 to damage the advertisement. It also 
prevents cWWren from poking their fingers in 
through the holes and tampering with the advertise- 
ment. The top, bottom and side edge walls 40. 42, 44 
for plate portion 70 are formed Ijy latticework 18 
adjacent and sun-ounding plate portkin 70. Tab 
receiving openings 48 are formed In appropriate 
locations In top and bottom edge walls 40, 42. A 
central drainage hole 50 is formed in bottom edge 
wall 42 only. Although edge walls are fonmed around 
the entire perimeter of molded-in advertising panel 
30. atdditkmal horizontal ribs 72 are formed on plate 
portion 70 adjacent the side of the plate portion that 
serves as the advertisement receiving opening. 

Figures 24-32 fllustrate generally at 80 an alterna- 
tive, preferred retrofit advertising panel assembly of 
the present Inventfon. As wUl be apparent to orie 
skilled in the art, many of the novel features therein 
can be readily adapted to a molded-in design. The 
advertising parvel assembly 80, as shown for 
example in Figure 24. generally includes a plate 
element or member 82 and a frame element or 
member 84. Although this assembly design em- 
bodies the general concepts of some of tf» 
previously-descril)ed designs, there are a number of 
improved differences. 

The plate member 82 has a front side 88. a rear 
side 88, peripheral walls 90. 92. 94 along three sides, 
and a stepped retaining lip 96 positioned at the 
fourth side 98. The front side 86 is a rectangular flat 
plate element having a plurality of rows of oblong 
holes 100. As pictured there are five alternating rows 
wherein the outer and center rows 102. 104. 106 
each have six oblong shaped holes aivi the nuddle 
two rows 1C«, 110 each have five oblong holes. 
These holes 100 assist in the cooling formation of 
the plate member 82, as was previously discussed. 
Central drainage holes 111 are also provkied. 

The frame member 84 is formed by a pair of side 
frame elements 112. 114. a "top" frame element 116 
and a "bottom" frame element 118. Tabs 120. 122. 
124. 126 project perpendicularly out from the "top" 
and "bottom* frame elements 116. 1 18. are integrally 
molded therewith and are adapted to fit into 
corresponding slots 128. 130. 132. 134. respectively, 
in the top and bottom walls 90. 94 of the plate 
member 82. The tabs 122, 126 furthest from the 
fourth side 98 (the side of the stepped retaining lip 
96) are wider than the ctoser tabs 120. 124. This aids 
in the snap fit of the members and the manipulation 
of the advertising display card (see Figure 25). The 
tabs of the frame member 84 easily snap into and out 
of the corresponding stots in the plate member 82 to 
releasably secure the frame member to the plate 
member. When the frame and plate members 84. 82 



are snapped together in a "held" positton. as best 
shown in Figures 25 and 26. an advertising card 
receiving slot 136 Is defined atong an end thereof 
(the fourth sWe 98) at the stepped retaining lip 96. 

5 An advertising card, as shown at 138 in Rgure 25, 
can then l>e easily sDd Into and through ttie 
advertising card receiving slot 136 into an advertis- 
ing card display area disposed between the plate 
and frame members 82, 84 and encircled (or framed) 

10 by the frame elements 112, 114. 116. 118 of the frame 
member 84. 

An altenwitive design positions or forms the tabs 
on inner edges of the plate member and the 
corresponding openings or slots on outer edges of 
15 the frame member. This design is much better 
suited, however, for the retrofit verskan than the 
molded-in version. 

The advertising card 138 has length and width 
dimensions slightly greater than the framed opening 
20 shown generally at 140 defined by the frame member 
84 so to be retained therein. More partfcularly. the 
backside of ttie frame meml>er 84, as shown In 
Figures 27-31. includes an Inner framing portion 142 
around the circumference of the opening 140 and 
25 having its surface recessed out from the plate 
member 82 when in the heW position. This framing 
portion 142 Is defined by an Inner rib 144 extending 
around the opening 140, Raised or rearwardly 
extending frame porttons 146. 148. 150 then extend 
30 around the top, the bottom and the sMe. respec- 
tively, of the frame member 84 and block the 
advertising card 138 (Figure 25) from sliding out of 
the advertising card display position in a direction 
other than that of the slot 136. The card 138 cannot 
35 freely slide out of the remaining side 98 because of 
the stepped retaining Tip 96 and the central stepped 
portion 152 of the ekxigated strip 153 which Is 
shown in Rgures 28 and 31. 
Referring to Figure 26, the rear side 88 of the plate 
40 member 82 has four hdkiw reanwardly extending 
projections 156, 157, 158, 160 positioned generally at 
each of the four comers thereof- Preformed holes 
extend through these projections and through the 
front side 86 of the plate member. Screws, such as 
45 fiat-tipped macWne screws 162, 164, 166. 167. can 
be screwed in through these openings when h«o 
simflar plate members 82 and 82a (elenrjents for plate 
member 82a which are similar to those of plate 
member 82 have the same reference numeral 
50 followed by an "a") are aligned in back-to-back 
relation as shown in Rgure 32. According to this 
design the projections 156, 158 (and 156a and 158a) 
of the plate member 82 (and 82a) which receive the 
ends of the screws are longer than those through 
55 which the screws are initially screwed to ensure a 
good holding grip to the opposite or heW plate 
member. Thus, the longer projections provklc 
additional screw threads In the member to be 
attached for relative secure attachment. Similarly, 
60 recesses 168, 170 are provkied in the front side 86 of 
the plate member 82 diagonally positioned for 
receiving therein the heads of the screws 164. 162. 
Only small holes 176, 178 are formed at the other two 
comers for receiving the pointed tips of the screws 
65 167. 166 passing from the opposite plate member 
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82a. The plate members 82 and 82a thereby can be 
secured to one another and on opposite sides of a 
wall of a shopping cart as has been previously 
described (see, e.g.. Figures 4 and 21). 

Four projections 154 and four openings 155 are 
provided to prevent the advertisement display cards 
from slipping down out of the window area or framed 
opening 140 defined by the frame member 84. 
Projections 154 extend reanwardiy from the middle 
ribs or frame portions 146 and 148, as seen in 
Figures 27 and 30. The projections 154 comprise 
plastic protrusions integrally formed wfth the frame 
member 84. The openings 155 are manufactured to 
extend through the plate member 82. as seen in 
Figures 24 and 32. The projections 154 are suffi- 
ciently long and the holes 155 matingly positioned so 
that the projections extend beyond the front surface 
of the plate member 82 and Into the holes when the 
two members are snap-held together. This interfit- 
ting relation is best shown in Figure 26. By this 
means, advertisement display cards cannot (down- 
wardly) slip beyond the protrusions 154 and thereby 
remain securely In place. This protnjsion/hole de- 
sign can. of course, be used for both the retrofit and 
molded-ln panel designs of this Invention. 

This diagonal and Identical orientation of the 
projections 156, 157, 158. 160 allows for both of the 
plate members 82. 82a to be Identical and merely 
differently oriented and facing. Also, assembly 
thereof is easier since the assembly personnel need 
not distinguish between the Inside and outside plate 
members 82. 82a. Slmllariy. the frame members 84 
for the Inside and outside plate members are 
Identical. The fact that identical parts can be used for 
both the front and the back makes the manufacture 
thereof cheaper since only a single mold design Is 
required. Also, Installation is easier since it Is not 
required to ship and mate different styles of frames 
and plates. 

AS can be seen in Figures 26 and 31. each of the 
projections 156. 157. 158. 160 is surrounded by 
Imprints or circles 184. 186. 188. 190. respectively, 
which con-espond to a moWing step, Addtttonal pits 
or circular imprints are provided along the top and 
bottom, wherein the middle imprints 192. 193. 194. 
195 engage the top and bottom edges of the plate 
member 82 and the outer Imprints 196. 197. 198, 199 
are spaced inwardly from the edges. The mold (not 
shown) for the plate member 82 has the capability of 
cutting the long steel rods thereof (not shown) to 
form the holes at any of these circular locations or 
imprints. Thus, any combinatfon of projection holes 
can be readily used to accommodate different sizes 
of shopping carts. In other words, these additional 
imprints provide flexibility for changes In molding for 
panels for different (front) shopping cart walls. 

Numerous characterlsttes, advantages and em- 
bodiments of the present Invention(s) have been 
described in detail in the foregoing description with 
reference to the accompanying drawings. However, 
the disctosure Is iUustratlve only, and the hwentton is 
not limited to the niustrated embodiments. Various 
changes and modifications may be effected therein 
by one skilled in the art without departing from the 
scope or spirit of ttie invention. 



Claims 

5 1, An advertising panel for a wall of a cart 

t}asket said advertising panel comprising: 
a plate member for a wall of a cart basket; 
a frame member separable from saW plate 
member; and 

10 a releasable holding means for releasabty 
holding saW frame member on ssud plate 
member in a heW position; 
wherein s^d frame and plate memt>ers, when In 
the held position, define generally therebet- 

15 ween an advertising card rer/^-Ing slot and an 

advertising card display area; 
wherein the advertising card display area Is 
positioned for receiving therein into an adver- 
tisement card display positkm an advertisement 

20 card Inserted Into said advertisement card sk>t 

and for removal of an advertisement card from 
the advertisement card display position out 
through said advertisement card slot. 

2. The advertising panel of claim 1 wherein 
25 sakJ plate member comprises a rectangular flat 

plate element having a front skte and periptieral 
edge wadte extending arouiKl the perimeter of 
arKi protruding from sakJ front side, and said 
fjrame member comprises a rectangular frame 
30 element having dimenstons conrespondlng to 

said rectangular flat plate element. 

3. The advertising panel of claim 1 vrtierein 
sakl releasable holding means comprises a 
tab-and-opening holding arrangement 

SS 4. The advertising panel of claim 1 wherein 

said releasable holding means comprises a 
plurality of tabs disposed on outer edges of said 
frame member and a plurality of openings 
disposed in corresponding k)catk>ns on edge 
40 walls of said plate memt>er, said tabs engaging 

In sakJ openings when said plate and frame 
members are in the held position. 

5. The advertising panel of claim 1 wherein 
said plate member comprises a rectangular flat 
45 plate element and peripheral edge walls extend- 

ing completely along three of the four sides of 
said flat plate element, and the remaining side 
of saki flat plate element defining a portion of 
said advertisement card receiving skst. 
50 6. The advertising panel of dam 5 wherein 

said plate member comprises a stepped retain- 
ing lip disposed on saki rectangular flat plate 
element atong at least a portran of said 
remaining skle of said plale element. 
55 7. The advertising panel of claim 1 wherein 

said plate member includes an elongated strip 
generally adjacent to said stepped retaining lip 
and at said advertisement cart slot when said 
plate and frame members are in the heW 
60 position, said etongated strip Includes a central 

stepped portion extending a slight distar>ce 
towards said plate member to prevent an 
advertisement card from freely sliding out from 
the advertisement card display position through 
65 said advertisement card stot 
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8. The advertising panel of daim 7 wherein 
said plate member includes a pair of strips 
disposed on opposite sides of and parallel to 
said elongated strip. 

9. The advertising panel of claim 1 wherein 5 
said plate memt>er is symmetrical about a 
central horizontal axis thereof, and said frame 
member is symmetrfcal around a central horl- 
zontal axis thereof. 

10. The advertising panel of daim 1 wherein 10 
said frame member tndudes a generally planar 

rear advertisement card frame ^)aced away 
from said plate member and at the advertising 
card display area, when said frame and plate 
memt)ers are in the held position, arxJ a rear IS 
retainer frame endrcling said frame on all sides 
thereof except that of said advertisement card 
slot 

11. The advertising panel of claim 10 wherein 

said rear retainer frame Indudes rearwardly-dls- 20 
posed parallel frame ribs. 

12. The advertising panel of damn 1 wherdn 
said plate member defines a first plate member, 
said frame member defines a first frame 
member and said releasable holding means 2S 
defines a first releasable holding means, and 
further comprising a second plate member, a 
second frame member, and a secorKl releas- 
able lidding means for releasably holding said 
second frame member on said second plate 30 
member in a held position, wherein said second 
frame and plate members when in the heW 
position define generally therebetween a sec- 
ond advertisement card receiving slot and a 
second advertisement card display area, the 35 
second advertisement card display area being 
positioned for receiving therein into an adver- 
tisement card display position an advertisement 

card inserted in through said second advertise- 
ment card slot and for removal of an advertise- 40 
ment card from the second advertisement card 
position out through said second advertisement 
card slot, and a securing means for securing 
said first and second plate members together in 
a back-to-bacl« relation. ^ 

13. The advertising panel of claim 12 wherein 
said securing means comprises aft least one 
screw. 

14. Ttie advertising panel of claim 12 vi/herein 

said securing means secures said first plate 50 
member to the outside of the wall of the cart 
basket and said second plate member to ttie 
inside of the wall of the cart basket 

15. The advertising panel of claim 12 wherein 

said securing means comprises first and sec- 55 
ond screws, said first plate member has a first 
projection through which s^d first screw is 
screwed and sakj second plate member has a 
second projection through which said second 
screw is screwed . ^ 

16. The wJvertising panel of daim 15 wherein 
said first plate member has a third projectton 
aligned with said second projection and 
through which sakl second screw extends and 

said second plate member has a fourth projec- 65 



tion aligned with said first projection and 
through which said first screw extends. 

17. The advertising panel of daim 16 wherein 
said first screw passes through said first 
projection into said fourth projection, saBd 
second screw passes through said second 
projection into said third projection, said first 
projection Is shorter than said fourth projection. 
arKl sakl secorKl projection Is shorter than sakl 
third projection. 

18. The advertising panel of daim 17 wherein 
said first plate member has opposite front and 
rear skies, said first and third projections 
extend out from said rear side, said first screw 
has a first screw head, and said front sWe has a 
recess ttierein ttirough which «aid first screw 
passes and into which said first screw head fits. 

19. The advertising panel of daim 12 wherein 
saM second releasable holding means com- 
prises a tab-aiKl-opening holding arrangement 

20. The advertising panel of daim 12 wherein 
sakl first and second frarne members are 
similarly configured so as to be interchange- 
able. 

21 . The advertising panel of daim 12 wherein 
said first and second plate members are 
similarly configured so as to be interchange- 
able. 

22. The advertising panel of claim 1 wherein 
said plate member has an edge, and saW 
releasable holding means comprises a first tab 
extending out from said edge and a second tab 
spaced from said first tab and extending out 
from said edge, said second tab being wkler 
than saki first tab. 

23. The advertising panel of claim 22 wherein 
said frame member has first and second 
openings for receiving therein saW first and 
second tabs when said frame and plate mem- 
bers are in ttie held positton, said first and 
second openings having generally the same 
wklth. 

24. The advertising panel of daim 1 hjither 
comprising a securing means for securing said 
plate member to a side wall of the cart l>asket. 

25. The advertising panel of claim 1 wherein 
said plate member is formed of a mdded plastfc 
and includes a plurality of spaced apertiires 
therethrough to prevent warping and stressing 
during coding formation thereof. 

26. The advertising panel of claim 25 wherein 
said apertures comprise a plurality of rov^ of 
obk>ng holes. 

27. The advertising panel of claim 1 wherein at 
least one of said plate mcmt>er and sakl frame 
member indudes at least one retainer member 
extending towards the other said member when 
sakl plate member Is in the held position, said 
retainer meml)er being positioned to prevent an 
advertising card in tiie advertising card display 
area ft-om slipping dovwiv>rardly between said 
plate and frame members so as to be generally 
out of the advertising card display position. 

28. The advertising panel of claim 27 wherein 
said retainer member comprises at least one 
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post secured to said frame member. 

29. The advertising panel of claim 28 wtierein 
said plate member has a recess irrto which said 
post fits when said frame member Is in the held 

position. 

30. The advertising panel of clam 29 wherein 
said recess defbies a hole passing through said 
plate member. 

31. The advertising panel of claim 28 wherein 
said frame member has a bottom longitudinal 
element having three longitudinal parallel rftjs 
on a rear side thereof, and said post is secured 
to the middle of said ribs. 

32. The advertising panel of claim 1 wherein 
said frame member has upper and lower 
longitudinal frame elements, said frame ele- 
ments both have rear sides and two spaced 
projections at said rear sides, and said plate 
member has four spaced openings Into which 
respective said projections fit when said frame 
member is in the held position. 

33. The advertising panel of claim 32 wherein 
said projections are integrally molded v«th said 
frame elements. 

34. The advertising panel of claim 31 wherein 
said frame elements have reanward ril>s to 
wtilch said projections are mounted. 

35. The advertising panel of claim 31 wherein 
said pro|ections and said openings are posi- 
tioned directly above and below the advertising 
card display area when said frame member is in 
the held position. 

36. The advertising panel of claim 1 wherein 
said plate member has a back side and first and 
second sets of generally circular imprints on 
said baclt side through which plate member 
fastener holes can l>e formed for altematiVB 
fastener attachment of said plate member 
through said first set to a first cart baslcet or 
through said second set to a second cart 
basket whteh is differently sized or configured 
than the first cart basket. 

37. The advertising panel of claim 1 further 
comprising a securing means for securing said 
plate member to a wall of a cart basket. 

38. TTie advertising panel of claim 37 wherein 
saki securing means comprises a reteasable 
securing means. 

39. The advertising panel of claim 37 wherein 
said securing means comprises a wall moWed- 
in securing means. 

40. The advertising panel of claim 1 wherein 
said frame member has frame outer edges, said 
plate member has plate inner edges, and sakJ 
reteasable holding means includes a plurality of 
tabs on said plate inner edges engageable in 
corresponding openings on sakJ frame outer 
edges. 

41. The advertising panel of claim 40 wherein 
said plate member has side portions and said 
plate Inner edges are on said Side porttons. 

42. The advertising panel of claim 40 further 
* comprising a screw means for securing said 

plate member to a wall of a cart basket. 

43. The advertising panel of claim 40 wherein 



said tabs are Integrally mokJed with said plate 
member. 

44. The advertising panel of claim 1 wherein 
said releasabie hokibig means comprises a 
releasable snap-fit holding arrangement on saW 
frame and plate members. 
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